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Neogrammarian hypothesis

Lexical diffusion challenges the Neogrammarian
hypothesis.

All sound changes are mechanical processes, taking
place according to laws with no exceptions. [Osthoff and
Brugmann 1878]

The regularity in the transmission of sounds results
from changes in the articulatory system and not the
articulation of an isolated word. [Meilleit]
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Lexical diffusion

|Summe von Haufigkeit]
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Lexical diffusion

burgl(@)ry [glr]
forg(e)ry [d3r]



Lexical diffusion

(1) The article addresses the following problem.

(2) Send the letter to my address.



Lexical diffusion

to export the export
to record the record
to Insult the Insult

to attack the attack

to regret the regret



Lexical diffusion

1570
outlaw to outlaw
rebel to rebel

record to record



Lexical diffusion

I'll, you'll
he'll, she'll, we'll, they'll

*Peter’ll, man’ll
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Lexical diffusion

* Item-specific historical change
« Driven by frequency

« Challenges the Neo-grammarian hypothesis
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S-shaped development

u(n) brun ‘brown’
i(n) fin ‘end’
ie(n) bien ‘well
0i(n) coin ‘corner’
o(n) bon ‘good’
e(n) en ‘in’

a(n) an ‘year’

v
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S-shaped development
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S-shaped development

u(n) brun ‘brown’
i(n) J/ fin ‘end’
ie(n) // bien ‘well’

0i(n) / coin ‘corner’

o(n) / bon ‘good’

e(n) / en ‘in’

aw | S an ‘year
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