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Neogrammarian hypothesis 

All sound changes are mechanical processes, taking 

place according to laws with no exceptions.  [Osthoff and 

Brugmann 1878]  

The regularity in the transmission of sounds results 

from changes in the articulatory system and not the 

articulation of an isolated word. [Meilleit] 

Lexical diffusion challenges the Neogrammarian 

hypothesis. 
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Verwendungshäufigkeiten
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(1) The article addresses the following problem. 

(2) Send the letter to my address. 
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Lexical diffusion 

• Item-specific historical change 

• Driven by frequency 

• Challenges the Neo-grammarian hypothesis 
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