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“Katz-Postal hypothesis”

(1) a Bill isdead.
b. Bill isnot aive.
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(1) Idon’t beat my wife because I like her.

(2) a. Itis because I like her that I don’t beat my wife.

b. It is not because I like her that I beat my wife.



Remar ks on Nominalization

1. Certain types of transfor mations wer e abandoned

(1) a Thecity wasdestructed by the enemy
b. Thedestruction of the city by the enemy.

2. Theuseof movement transfor mations wererestricted by constraints
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Other important constraints:

e The projection principle

e X-bar theory

e Binding theory

e 0-Theory

e 0-Criterion

o Casefilter

e Empty category principle

e Bounding Theory (Subjacency)

0-Theory

Defines 0-role assignment.

0-Criterion
Each argument bears one and only one 6-role, and each 0-role is assigned to one

and only one argument.

Case Filter

Every NP is assigned a specific morphological case at s-structure.

Empty Category Principle

A trace must be properly governed

Control Theory

Defines control properties of non-finite subordinate clauses

Bounding Theory (Subjacency)

|sland constraints



X-bar Theory

1. the head
2. the specifier

3. the complement

Adjunct

specifier X’

X complement

head

e The head determines the categorical status of the phrase.

e The complement occurs in the subcategorization frame of the head.
e The specifier is not subcategorized for by the head.

e Modifiers/adjunct are attached to the highest node of the phrase.
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Theor etical assumptions

e Competence vs. performance

e Autonomy of syntax

e Grammatical well-formedness

e Language isrule-governed

e Language consists of finite means that generative an infinite number of
sentences

e Observational-descriptive-explanatory adequacy

e Structure-dependence principle

¢ |nnateness hypothesis

e Parameters



